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PAUPERISM.

Wisconsin has three systems of poor relief—town, county
‘and mixed. Under the town system of poor relief each
town, village or city relieves its own poor through its own
officers, and poor who have no pauper settlement in the
town are cared for at the expense of the county. By the
laws of pauper settlement a person who has lived one
year in a town without receiving poor relief acquires a
pauper settlement for himself and his legal family, and
must be relieved by the town, village or city in which he
has that pauper settlement in case he needs assistance.
Poor relief is usually administered by the supervisors of
the town, village board or aldermen of a city. In many
cities a superintendent of the poor is appointed by the
common council who gives relief under the direction of
that body.

The couny system of poor relief may be adopted in
any county by a resolution of the county board. A county
board being composed of the several town chairmen, super-
visors of each village and wards of cities each precinct
affected by the change has a voice in the matter. In case
of this change the distinction between town and county
poor is abolished and all poor are looked after by the
county. Residence in the county one year without poor
relief secures a pauper settlement. Under this arrange-
ment poor relief is usually administered by superintendents
of the poor elected by the county board. These super-
intendents cannot be members of the county board, except
in one county which has a special law for that purpose,
but they must act under the direction of the board. Much
confusion is caused in many counties by the practice of
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giving poor relief and not reporting to the superintendents
till the end of the year, making it almost impossible to get
satisfactory reports of the work done. It would be much
the better plan for supervisors to give poor relief in no
case except when authorized to do so by the superintend-
ents of the poor. It is not an easy matter for a supervisor
to refuse assistance when applied for by one of his own
neighbors, and this is where the abuse creeps in.

In the mixed system the poorhouse is under the manage-
ment of the county and all of the county paupers are sent
to it. Towns may send their paupers to the poorhouse at
an agreed rate per week, which is generally from $1.50 to
2.00. The difference between the county and mixed sys-
tems is in the management of the poorhouse. In the
former the superintendents act as trustees and elect the
overseer of the poorhouse, while in the mixed system the
overseer is usually called superintendent and is elected by
the county board.

Following is a table of counties with the different sys-
tems of poor relief carried on in each:
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SYSTEMS OF POOR RELIEF.

From data at hand in this office it seems to be a settled

fact that in counties establishing poorhouses there has
been a marked reduction in the number of paupers.
Without poorhouses there is almost universally a needless
expense in out-door relief, making the cost almost, if not
quite double what it should be.
- The following table shows the amount expended for
out-door relief in the state during the year ending March
31, 1892, so far as we have been able to get reports from
county clerks:



STATE. BOoARD OF CONTROL.

375

Our Door Relicf.

OUT DOOR RELIEF.

COUNTIES.

No. of cases|

aided. Com
mitting of
Tramps.

No. of these
who re-
ceived full

support,

No. of
tramps
aided out of
poor fund.

Total am’nt
of orders
drawn for
r relief

uring year.

...............

..................

..................

...............

Taylor
Trempealeau... ... .
Vernon
‘Walworth......... ..
Waukesha.............
Waupaca .............
‘Wausahara

................

................

............

................

...........

............

............

............

39
5
15

.............

............

........

............

........

............

...........

$2,268 45
1,264 15
2,504 18

12,508 87
3,938 92

11,245 50

12,628 52

783 12
32 00
2,239 98
7,702 98
1,095 28
3,377 38
1,741 67
14,840 62
414 61
3,684 61
3,253 44

10,854 45
27541 09
3.211 78

741 61
517 92

............

............

...........

...........

$148,691.45
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STATISTICS OF PAUPERISM.

The years 1891 and 1892 mean the twelve months ending September 30th.

Movement of population in poorhouses. l 1891. | 1892,
Number in poorhousqgpt the beginning of the year......... 983 1028
Of whom were males........ g1 ........................... 663 682
And females........ ...... eieseiiiicieteionaans ieeean 320, 346
There were received during the year................... . ...| 748 761
Of whom were males............... Ceriesessnieeenaiacnes 524| 542
Andfemales..co.cov.iviiiieiiniiieiiinninens ceeaiiaeaeen 219 219
There were born in poorhouses 28 14
Of whom were boys.... .......... .. 14 8
And girls... ..civivnieiinniiiininn 14 6
Making the total number of different persons in poorhouses
during the year.... .. eseetetseersssirrees sessevnsansrons 1754| 1803
Of whom were males.......cooeeeeeeinerer convvnnanannns 1201 1232
And females......o0 covrieciicoiiiiacnianas teesesiene 4.0l 858 B71
There were discharged during the year...................... 610, 585
Of whom were males...........c.coonveunes ceticaieecenns 431 408
And females...... eeetseitetietereataans treeesesarenane . 1790 177
There were placed out during the year....... ...covvveen.nn 25 81
Of whom weremales.........ccover ooenn e teeteseeiens 14 28
And females............. 1 8
Ran away during the year...... et eieteieeeieaeeaae ceeees 8 20
Of whom were males . .....oveenieeenneceeneaniaceannnns . 5 14
And females..... e ieeesiseaaeteanas Ceteeceraaeseieaeaas . 3 6
There died in poorhonses during the year.......... veeeeesees| 142 139
Of whom were males......ccovevveeeerennne ieed eeiaenn 101} 105
And females.......c.oeeiiit ciiiiiiis ceiiiiiiiieereenn 41 34
Number remaining in poorhouses at the end of the year.... 969 1028
Of whom were males........ ..... i eteeieeiase seeeenen 644 673
And females. ...c.cceviiinienniitiiiaiionenns Ceeeerenees . 325 855

The above table is necessarily incorrect in some minor particulars owing
to errors in reports by superintendents of poorhouses. In several cases males
and females are not reported separately, totals only being given.
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AGES OF PAUPERS IN POOR HOUSES.
1891 | 1892

Number of inmates under five years of age at close of year... 22 21
There had been in all during theyear..... ......... ... .... 69 54
There were between five and sixteen at close of year......... 26 31
There had been in all during the year.......... ...ocovvuen. ki 75
Of these were of sound mind and body at close of year....... 19 62
There had been in all during theyear...........c.cecut . vuen. 31 123
There were between sixteen and sixty at close of year ....... 409, 3891
There had been in all during the year...................... . 711} 670
There were over sixty dyears of age at close of year 553 56567
There had been in all during the year... ... «erees 713 14

CAUSES OF PAUPERISM IN POOR HOUSES.

Officers in charge report as follows for those in poor houses during each

year:
1891 | 1892

Insanity...... ..iiiiiiiiiiiiii i i it it 32 26
EJ)ilepsy. e teeen easeeeietieete b e 26 37
Idiocy. .. eee 99 94
Deafmutism......ccoe0 covivoienens ot 6 23
Blindness 37 55
Oldage.....coc. civeriiiiuiees connnrnniienens 507! 518
DiBease. .. .....ciiiiit cieiiiiie e iieees ..| 858 295
Deformity or loss of limbs .........cc.vvnt ciiiieniinenen. 52 52
Lying in Cases.......coeevieieiiesiseersessocscsesoasnnnns .. 27 32

ot disabled......... ettt eieties seees eaieeeine seeaaias 252 230
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NATIVITY OF PAUPERS IN POOR HOUSES DURING EACH YEAR.

Number of inmates of native birth.. .........
Number of foreign birth ........cccivvinenen.

...... ce-ene

............

1891 | 1892
467 496
833] 9568

The foregoing tables are somewhat defective because of the failure of

the proper officers to fill out reports correctly.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF POOR HOUSES.

EXPENDITURES. 1891. 1892.

Salaries of overseers and matrons............... $23,925 90| $21,321 83
‘Wages of employes..........ccc.... vereienn Lees| 14,934 10| 15,675 21
Medical attendance. ..........c.ceeeviiit cinnnn 3,862 20 5,147 43
Groceries and provisions .......... ....ccc0..... 81,267 71| 25,948 67
Fueland lights................. ........ ceneeas 6,825 50 7,052 70
Clothing ......... Cieeetiteanes creeciteicenarens 7,021 85 7,155 66
Furniture...........coiiiviieenne. tesestanrecnan 1,496 39 3,381 12
Ordinary repairs..........co..e0 tvevereennennn. 3,634 78 4,283 71
Other ordinary expenses..... cetessesasesanan .e 16,503 86/ 13,916 23

Total current @Xpenses.......cc. cocecess ... $111,471 74/ $103,832 56

RECEIPTS.

From sales of farm produce..............ev cou. 15,283 74 9,053 58
From expenses of inmates refunded............. 1,613 18 3,128 87
From other sources............c.evvuveiinns . 5,542 23 3,959 94

Total receipts. ........... e e $22,439 i5| $17,042 19
The net expenses, therefore, were..... cieeeen...| $89,082 591 $88,790 37
Total number of weeks’ board furnished.. . 57,072 54,244
Average cost of support per week..... [ $1 56 $1 60
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COST OF POOR RELIEF.

The following table, made up from reports to the secre-
tary of state by the different county clerks, shows the
amount expended for poor relief in the several counties
for a series of years. The average for the state is about
twenty-six cents taxation for each man, woman and child
of the population. It will be seen that the variation from
this average is very great, ranging from seven cents in
Ozaukee to $1.51 in Florence. In a majority of instances
where the cost of poor relief greatly exceeds the general
average of the state there can but be a waste of public
money :
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LIST OF SUPERINTENDENTS OF POOR HOUSES.
|
Name of Person in
COUNTIES. Charge of Poor House. Post-f)mce Address. | Salary.
Adams......... Wm. Bidwell........... Big Spring ......... $400 00
Ashland........ D. S. Mackie ........... High Bridge.... .... 900 00
Barron.......... John Darrow........... Barron . ........... ; 600 00
Brown.... .... Jobn Cryan .......... Green Bay........... : 480 00
Chippewa ..... R. P. Dickinson.... .... Chippewa Falls...... 700 00
Clark........... C,H. Ebbe............. Neillsville.... ....... 550 00
Columbia.......| B.Miller............... Wryocena....... .... 333 00
Crawford E. L. Wannemaker. . ... Seneca.......co0ennn 800 00
Dane........... J.S. Meyers ........... Verona.......oooene. 800 00
Dodge.......... S. Rudolf............... Juneau............. 800 00
Douglas ........ Wm. Kennedy.......... West Superior....... 80V 00
Dunn.......... A. Forbes ............ ..| Menomonie.......... 400 00
Eau Claire.. C. A. Seawman .......... Eau Claire........... 600 00
Fond du Lac....| L. Manderscheid ...... Fond du Lac ....... 600 00
Grant...... ... James Alderson ....... Lancaster ........... &0 00
Green... .......| R. C. Whitcomb ....... Monroe.........cu ... 450 00
Iowa........... E. J. Perkins...... ... Dodgeville... ....... 450 00
Jackson ........ J. C. Tucker.... ....... Black River Falls ...| 350 00
Jefferson....... H. J. Graeszel..... ....| Jefferson............ 400 00
Juneau......... R.F.Jones. ....... ... New Lisbon......... 600 00
Kewaunee...... Theodor Drissen.......... Alagska .............. 816 00
La Fayette...... Paul Noble ............ Darlington .......... 450 00
Lincoln ........ Edw, Patzer | Merrill.............. 500 00
Marathon....... Chas. Fisch. ....... Wausau............. 800 00
ilw F. Wedenkamp.... ... Wauwatosa. ........ .000 00
A.Boss... .....oo..... Sparta.........c. ... 700 00
C.Fenton.............. Ellsworth .......... 600 00
N. Auley...... ... .... Phillips.............. 600 00
Mrs. Elizabeth Dietrich.| Union Grove... .... 900 0
D. W. James.......... Bloom City.......... 510 00
Peter Aller............ Johnstown .......... 400 00
J.P. Foley............. Kinnickinnick .. ....; 600 00
Wm. Andrus........... Reedsburg........... 800 00
Sawyer ..| Peter Gullickson........ Hayward............ 860 00
Taylor.......... Henry Voss ........... Medford........ .... 600 CO
Vernon......... John Friedel............ Viroqua.... ....... 600 00
Walworth...... J. P.Davis..... ...... Elkhorn......... ... 500 00
‘Washington....| Wm. Wendelborn....... West Bend .......... 608 00
‘Waukesha.. Martin Fardy........... Waukesha.......... 700 00
Waupaca....... R. J. Woolsey ...... .. Waupaca............ 500 00
Winnebago. ...| B. W, Eaton............ Winpebago......... 800 00
Wood .......... A.Abrams.... ......... Port Edwards....... 600 00
City Poor
Houses.

Appleton........ Joseph Ulman.......... Appleton............ 360 0C
Kenosha........ Mrs. Hall...... .... ... Kenosha.... ........ 150 00
La Crosse. ...... Rudolf Koblitz ......... l.aCrosse .....cc.... 700 00
Oconto ..| Mrs. Jas. O'Connor.... | Oconto..............| «.e.ne
Stevens Point...| .... ... ... ool | Stevens Point........ cieees

H. Sievers.............. Sheboygan ..... .... 600

Sheboygan... .




