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Portage County Poles

Polish People of Portage
County

By Albert Hart Sanford, M. A.

The present vear marks the fiftieth anniversary of the ar-
rival of the first Polish family in Portage County. Within
the half-century their numbers have ineteased until the immi-
grant? with their descendants are now more than ten thous-
and strong, constituting approximately one-third of the connty’s
total population. Two-thirds of the Poles in Portage County
wrg farmers, varving ju material condition from extreme pov-
erty to affuence, Omn the whole they constitute a prosperouns
and substantial elentent of the population. The same may he
said of the remaining onethird of their number, who dwell
in Btevens Point,

The present study includes: first, an investigation into the
early history and later development of this foreign group;
and, second, a description of conditions among them, and such
comments upon Polish characteristics as relate to the soeial
and economic problems involved in their progress towards
complete Americanization,

The first Foles who came to Portage County were Michael
von Koziezkowski’ and his family, consisting of his wife and

1 The name was thns written at first, but later the von was dropped.
Concerting tha ending s%i, which occura so frequently, Prof. Leo
Weiner of Harvard University writes a3 follows: “Ski fa an adjective
ending (skg la feminine) denoting derlvative from, origin, ete., and
i & comimon family ending 1o all Blavic languager.” 1n many Cases
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nine children; they were followed 8 year later by the three
familiea of Adam Klesmit (or Kleinshmidt), Jdhn Zynda
and Joseph Platta. No dissent from the opinion that these
were the earliest immigrants has been encountered, and no
records bave been found to contradict it. Aas to the dates of
their arrivals, tradition, even among those who then came aa
children with their parents, iz at variance. The facts are,
however, sufficiently settled by papers on file in the office
of the clerk of the eircnit court at Stevens Point, where the
declaration of intention to become & eitizen, made by Koziez-
kowski, states that he arrived in 1847, The papers of the
others named give the date of their coming as 1858; and
corroborating this evidence are the baptismal records of the
Zynda family with the spme year thereupon, furnished hy
the parish priest upon their departure for Amerioa, and still
in their posseasion. The following year saw the arrival in
Portage County of Christian Dzwonkowsky, Franz Wojak, Cae-
imir Lukaszewitz, Jogepk Jazdzewski, Green, and
Werachowski. Peter Kronopeski came either thiz yesr or the
yoar before from Winona, Minnesota.

The pioneer of this early group of immigrants, Komaesz-
kowski, had becr the owner of & amall farm in the region of
Thantzie, West Prussia. He realized that the economic future
of his nine children was dark; and having read of Ameries,
sold his farm and started for tho New World without know-
ing his destination. Arrived in Chicago, he heard of cheap
lands to be had on the upper Wisconsin River. In Milwau-
kee' he Yearned more, for there was at that time a movement

this suMx is ndded to the pame of & town, as, Medilnski, Grodeiadsald,
and Suwslski. In a Mst of heads of tamilies bolonglng to the Polish
church [n Stevens Point (1%01}, about forty per cent had ons of thesa
twa endingm.

sMuch uncertialoty exiets am to the beginninga of Polieh eettlement in
Milwaukes. It fs the opinion of John W. 8. Tomkiewics, author of “The
Folanderms [h Wiscongln" (o "Wis. Hist. HSoe. Proceedinga, 1801, that
thers wers no Poles in Wisconstn befora 1557, ¥, H. Miller, in Park-
men Club Papers, 1, 1886, apeerts that “there bad besn a very gradosl
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among the Gerinang to take up lands in Marathon County.
FProceeding in this direction, Koziezkowski srrived at Stevens
Point In September; 1857, with but fifty dollars in money.
He left bis family in Stevens Point while he went io Wausau
to look at land, which proved unsatisfactory beeause too heavily
wooded.* Returning, he spent the winter (1857-58) in
Btevens Point and in the following summer worked for farm-
ers a few wmiles east of the citv. In the mean time he had
written to friends ai home, and the three families of Klesmat,
Platta, and Zynda had found tleir way to Portage County and
wero emploved in the same neighborhood. These firat Polish
pettlers, and others who snon followed, endured great hard-
ghips, Bince there was little demand for labor on the farms,
tho ten were patd but fifty ceniz a day for cradling, and
twenty-five cents a day for digging potatoes, or they were paid
in kind, at the rate of one bushel of potatoes per day. The
wife of one of thege first-comers worked for & loaf of bread a
day; and a sixteen-vear-old girl hired out for fifteen dollars
and board for a year. In such eases the compensation for
igher seemz to have been the same as that to whick they had
been szeemstemed in the Old World. Under these eircum-
stances only the bare neeessities of life eould be secured. Often
their bread contained more of middlings than of flour;* and
was more often made of rye than of wheat Fotatoes were
much vsed and, in accordance with a Furopean sustom, geun-

Immigratior eince 1855, the Arat Polea comibg to Milwaukes nbouk
that year. No pnameg or records are cited. The latter further states,
"it was ten years [186G] before there was a church, and at that time
there ware only about thirty families.” Rev, Wapceslaus Krusske,
Hestorya Polaka 10 Awmeryes (Mllwaukee, 1305-07), vli, p. 126, states
that there were Pelee tn Milwaukee am esrly az 1344, but that the
firet permanent peitlers came there in 1860,

7 Descrlbing conditione Ju Marathen County at this Hme, Kats Ev-
arept Levi saya: "It took ten years to break 40 acrea of Iand, no
harvest could be ralsed for the first three or four vamrs, and wntil
1861 wagea were ooly Atty cents a der.” — Wiz, Hist. Colis., xlv, p. 359,

1 0ne mah worked a week in arder to eacn a sack of middilugs ter
bread.
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erally entered into the composition of their bread. A soup
of milk and potatoes was often the sole constituent of a maal.

The first lands secured by these settlers and other Poles
who followed were preempted, Later, purchases were mads
of Btate lands at $1.00 and $1.256 an acre, and of lands from
the Fox and Wisconsin River Improvement Company at prices
ranging from $50 to $100 for forty acres.® After the enact-
ment of tho homestead law (1863), advantage was taken of
its provisions. The Jocation of the first Polish farmers, some
ten miles noribesst of Stevens Point, scems to have been de
termived by the fact that a German settler, Joseph Oesterle,
ehiefly eugaped in hnuting aod trapping, indneed Kozice-
kowski to seeure land in Lkis neighborhood. His location be-
came the centre of what was probably the earliest Polish ag-
riculturel community in Wiseonsin, and ooe of the earliest in
the United States. This commnuity is known aa Polonia, and
ite growth was influenced hy conditions of soil, topography,
and forests which will be disenssed later.

The wmajority of the carly Polish immigrants to Portage
County beewrne ferners.  Others settled in Sievens Point;
among  thein, Janlewski (1959), Nuklinski (1860¢), Paul
Lukpezewitz {18G1), DColebietski {18G2), and Leopold Kit-
towski  (1864).  The last mentioned started from Kreis
Konitz with bis father and two brothers, Joseph and Thomas,
in company with the familics of Fohu Bover and Michael
Mozuelh.  I'bia group landed at Quelee where they remained
for about two years, eoxcept ILeopold Kittowski, who came
direct to Stevens Point.  They then moved to Detroit, where
it i3 said there were then two or three Polish families®  Their
next stopping place was Berlin, Wis., where twenty or thirty

b Win. Hisl, Colle., x|, pp. 408-415; Proceedings, 1889, p. 188,

% Henry M. Utley, Michigan or o Provigrve, Territory, and State (New
York, 1906}, 18 suthority for the statement that the first Poles came
1o Mlchlgan In 1555, when aome five or slx familles arclved o Detrolt
Tn 1857 the Arst farming commuoonlty wos eatablighed st Prrisvills,
Huron Couniy.
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families of their nationality were settled.” Leopold Kittow-
gki was a tailor by trade, earning in Germany from ome to
three dollars a week and his board. In Ameriea hiz wages
averaged two dollara a day.

Father Kiuszka is anthority for the atatement that the first
Poles came to Portage County wpon the inviiation of Rev.
Jobn Polak, a IRoman Catholic priest, who was himself a
Palander  This statemnent cannot, however, be verified. On
the contrary, the records of St. Stephen’s parish in Stevens
Point mnake it certain that Father Polak™s pastorate in that
eity began in 1860 snd ended in 18¢2. Ilis was the only
Roman Catholic ehurch in Stevenz IPoint at that time. (me
family, that of AMatthew Recingki, is known to have been in-
duced to make Portage County their destination by Father
Folak, whom they et in Milwaukes; and the faet that a
priest who enuld speak Polish was stationed there may, in-
deed, have induced others to come” The great majority of
the carly Polish rmmigrants, however, were inflnenced by the
. t :" ni If".

7 Before the arrival of the raflroad in Stevena Polnt {(1E71), one of
thke mont frequented routes from the Easl ran throogh Beelin, Polish
famllles on thelr way to Portage County often stopped there, somse to
eary enough (o go farther, others to remedn permacently. Inguirdes
mede by Mise Wanda Luzenski, a pupil In the Berlin High 3chool,
make It certaln that Poles actiled in sapd about Berfln as early as
1861; traditlon makes the date as early Bs 1861, In tha cases of two
familtes, Szubynaki and Osowakl by name.

& Hirtoryys Polska w Ameryce, vil, pp. 21-I3, where the date of the
firat Poliek aettlement in thle reglon ia gplven as 1865, ““What called
them to thia reglon? = * * Was 1t chance, or wad it that their
fatez drove them hers? The Providence of God led them with the
help of & priest —the natural lender of the pecple, by God'a will
This priest woa Johh Polak * * * He was placed by Providence
8a o plgn peat for the firat Polish ploneers of Wisconeln * * * The
newe that a Polish priest wae In thle reglon became n magnet for the
Follah people, thirsty for minletration.”

v 0On the other hand it 1s asserted by persons Who were acquninded
wlith Father Polak that he 4ld not ke the location at Polomla, bat
that he hed In mind pleos for a Pollsh colonf near the Waupacs
lakea. Hle death interfersd with the developinent of these plans.
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accounts of friends and relatives from whom they learned of
cheap lands and better conditiona than the 01d World af-
forded. In many instances the immigrants were assisted by
those who preceded them. All of these early-comers seem to
have been subjects of I'russia. They came from the prov-
inces of West and East Prussia and Posen. In West Pruesin,
Dantzie, Karthaus, Berent, and Konitz were centres from
whoae neighborhood they emigrated.

The great majority of the Poles arriving in Poertage County
hefore 1870 had been farmers and laborers in ths mother
country. In numerous inmstances the men wers foremen on
estates; they had had ecomfortable incomes and their labor had
not been az arduous ae the tilling of their lands in thia country
proved. But they were ambitious and looked forward to bet-
ter things, Others in the Old World had owned small farmas,
and at the same time were fathers of large familiea. It was
inevitable that the greater number of their sons must become
commmon laborers. Farm hands were paid from twenty-five
dollars to thirty dollars a year and board. Common labor
bronght from two to ten silver groschen (five to twenty-five
cents) per day.® The lot of the Polish tenant on a large ea-
tate in Prussia wes hard. He had a smali tract upon which
he eould raise his own predvee; he must give some days’ ser-
vice each year to the Jandlord; and he was paid, partly in kind,
for other labor. TUnder these conditions it was impossible to
sars enough to purchase land or to enable the children to rise
to & better station. Among the early immigrants were nom-

1 Note ag g typieal lostance, Frank Kujawa, who {n Prosala waa a
farm lzborer receiving twelva dollars o vear [n additloo to hls board
and tlothed. Comlng to América in 1863, fn the Wiscona{n plnery
bie wagesa were thirty-five dollars a meoth and board.

11 Mlehael Landowsk], a tenant, was fornished u house, hay for ons
cow, and peat for his Bire. He was pald the equivalent of fitiy cents
a day for labor bevond what he was bound to give. Hes had accwmun-
lated properiy to the ampunt of twoe cows and a few plgs whan he
reallzed that it was a hopeless Iife, and came Lo America alone, In
a few yearm he sent for hig family. He sod bis oldest Loy worked
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erous artisana, but practieally no tradesmen or professional
men.

The oaly other reason for emigration assigmed by the group
of Polish emigrants now under consideration, beeides their de-
sire for ecomomie betterment, wee the desirs t0 escape army ser-
vice. Some of them had seen service in the Austro-Frossian
War and others anticipated a drafs for the Franco-Prussian
War.

The majority of those who came to Portage County before
1870 seem o have come here directly from the old coumtry;
many came in sailing vessels by way of Quebee, the voyage
consuming three months or more. Some tarried in Cansda
while the War of Secession was in progreas. These, and others
who are said to have returned to Canads aiter first coming
to Portage Counnty, feared the draft for military service.

While the weges of farm hands were very low in Portage
County during the decade 1860-70, better wagea wers paid
in the woods, on the river, and in the saw mills. Here, from
fifteen dollars to twenty dollars, or even more, a month could
be earned. These opperiunities were embraced by large num-
bers of the Poles, many of whom earned emough within a fow
years to buy one or more forties of land. Often such labor was
the winter employment of the Polish farmer, and in other
cages the hard work of clearing the land was left to the wife
and children, while the husband earmad wagee inasome kind
of lumbering operation.

Both in its beginnings and in its later development in this

on railmond constructlon summers, cleared the farm, and cut logs in
the winters. Tha wife and other children ralsed the crope.

Michael Jelfnskl was a coachman or an estate In Prussia. Hs was
turnished a bhouse and feed for one cow. HIs pay Included piztsed
bushels of rye, two buahels sach, of peas and barley thres cuble metars
of wood, and twentyaix (later thirty} thalers each year. He worked
slxteen years and saved nothing. Hes would bhave beén uaable {0
meet the erpaima of partially enpporting hix sons while in the army;
if they were to learn trades ha would have hed to apprantice them
for thres years and make 4 money paymeni.
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country or in Europe, the Polish immigration was without or-
ganization or direction. Families came eingly or in groups.
Jome started without any more especial destination than
“America.” The greater number, however, came to friends and
relatives in Portage County.

The growth of the farming community now known as Po-
lonin was faster than that of the Polish colony in Btevems
Point. The former was located in the vicinity of & group of
Roman Catholic families, ¢of (erman, Irish, and French de-
soont, for whom a parish was created in 1858, and lster a
church was built.

This was located at & cross roads now known ns Poland Cor-
ners, where Ellis post-office stood until superseded by the roral
delivery system. Father Polak vieited and eerved this parish
during his pastorate in Stevens IPoint {1860-62}. In 1863,
when the number of Polish families in that vicinity had in-
creased to twenty or thirty a separaie Polish church was built.
The first Polish priest was Rev. Bonawentura Buerynski.
During the pastorate of Rev. J. Dahpowski (1870-82)' an
incident oceurred that tested the vitality of this parish. The
worthy priest was a man of convictions upon the subject of
intemperance, Across the road from hiz chyreh at Poland
Corners stood several aaloons, whose proprietors refused to close
their doors on Sunday during the hours for serviee. The un-
seemly carowsing that prevmiled at such times led the priest
to have the church huilding removed to r height of land about
one mile farther east. A faction of tlie congregation, led by
the saloon-keepers, opposed this removal and temporarily sece-
ded from the church. They erected a new building at Poland
Corners and employed in snecession two prieets, whom they die-
coversd later had been exeommunicated. The cutcome was
the defeat of thiz faction and the eondemnation by the bishop

11 He Ister went to Detrolt where he founded the Polleh Roman
Cathollc Heminary. White at Polonla ha set ap the type for a church
calendar (see facgimile of title page, posf, p. 252} which waa printed
at the Ftevens Point Journal press. But ona tgsoe of this calendar wan
made and only one ¢op¥ 1% now kmown to exist
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Thin is the largest chureh Ln Wisconsin, north of Milwaukes., Courteay
of the Stevens Foini Gazelie
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Portage County FPoles

of their church, which ia still standing unused. At preeent
very few Polish families are adherents of the Roman Catholie
chureh at the Corners, the greater number of that eongregation
being (Germana,

The settloment of Polonia is still the largest Polish com-
munity in Portage Cownty outside of Stevens Point. The
parish now numbers three bundred and twenty families who wor-
ship in a8 new brick chureh costing $70,000 and capable of
seating two thousand persoms. That this church is situated
in the midst of A prosperous farming community ia evidenced
by the appearance of the congregation that gathers there on
Sundays. Practically all who come any distancs ride in top
buggies and drive fine teams. Near the church are a paro-
chial school accommodating two hundred children, and an
orphanage where live forty-six boys.

Soon after 18T} the beginnings of two other communities
were made; one of thess was about six miles sonth of
Polonia where the earliest settlers, the Kubisink, Werochosks,
Sherfiniski, Dzwonkowski, and Makowski families came from
the older Polish settlement in 1871. When, in 1884, there
were thirty-five or forty families in this region, a parish was
created, now known es Faoncher. The Fancher parish contains
at this time two hundred families, having increased by one
bhundred and thirty-five in the last cight years, under the ef-
ficient work of the present pastor, Father Kubisgewaki. A
church representing, with ifts furniture, an investment of
$42,000 end a parsonage costing #7,000 have been erected.
The people here are very prosperous, pemerally owning their
farma free from debi; while many bave money at intereat,
and live in aubstantial brick houses.

The other community is north of Stevens Point in the town
of Hull. The earliest settlers hers, Petrick, Sera, Rutta,
Brill and Serafinski, do not seem to have had any connection
with Polonia."

12 Petrick's son asgerts that his father c¢aws to Boffalo {n 1867,
which was as far weat as his monsy wonld tske him; thot thera were
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At this place, the parish of Casimir was set off in 1871, &
Polish priest being stationed there in 1875. This has now
one bundred and sixty families. The land in this region being
practically all occupied, no new families have been added
within the last three years,

Fiavze 1
Portage County, showlog location of Pollsh populatiop 1p 1876

By 1876, the Polish community in Stevens Point had in-
creased to fifty families living for the most part in the fourth
ward of the city, and a church was then erected costing $800.

then no Polea in Buifalp; apd that he later fouod work in Salamanca
and Dunkirk, N. Y. While hé was in the latter town, Theodote Ruita
{#ow chalrman of the town of Hull, Portage County) heard Ctrom
_him and cams thers. According to this account, such was the begin-
ning of Polish settlement !n these cities, Correspondence condoctad
br the writer haw falled to reyesl jurtber facts ip lta history.
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Soon afterwarde a 33,000 church was completed, and in 1887 a
parochial ackool established. The parish roll of the Pelish chureh
containg the names of five hundred families, among whom
sotme fonr hundred and fifty families are active supporters of the
church and send three hundred and fifty pupils to the parish
school. During the last ten years, while the Rev., Pescinski
has been pastor, the number of his congregation has inereased
by one hundred families, due to the movement to the city
from farms, and not to new arrivale from the ¢ld country.
The Poles who settled west of Stevens I'oint, acrosa the Wis-
ceusin River, petween 1870 and 1880, were constituted in 1883
a3 the parish of Mill C'reek, which now has one hundred fam-
jties. Many Poles worked in the mills in this region, and as
the timber disappeared the owners indueed them to buy cut-
over lands. North of the Mill Creek setilement, Junction
City beeame the centre of another parish created in 1881, that
now ineludes 110 families, 95 of whom sre Poles. It is in
this region that the largest number of Russian Poles are found,
but they are a small proportion of the entire community.
From the above account i may be judged that immigration
of the Poles to Portage County in the decade 1570 to 1830,
and immediately thereafter, waa more rapid than in the pre-
eeding decade. It is & matter of common knowledge that Bie-
marck's Polish policy of 187173 cauged an exodus of Poles
from Prussia. Soldiers roeturning home from the Franco-
Prussian war fonnd taxes heavier than ever; they were indig-
nant and flocked in great numbers to Americas While the
founding of the parishes in Portage County woull seem to be
the refleetion of this movement, yet the writer has met few
Poles who speak of peligious or pelitical oppression as causes
for migration. Thig may be accounted for by the fact that
tha larger number of them belong to the peasant class and were
generally uneducated. They would feel the hareh Prussian
policy lesa keenly than the urban Poles; and, again, the latter
would be much more apt 4o settle in citiea, It may be, how-
ever, that some of those with whom the writer has comversed
concealed their religions or political reasons for migrating;

[ 269 ]



Wisconsin Historical Socicty

either because it was difficuit to express their ideas upon theee
subjects in English, or becavse they hesitated doing so, not
knowing what might be the consequences.

The migration in this period proceeded withont organized
effort of any kind. The writer has found tracee of a plan
for establishing a Polish state in the West, but the idea was
vagre and probably hed little infizence. No effort was nec-
easary to induce the Polen to ssgregate; but economical forces
determined that there should be many widely-scattered pointa

of segtegation.
Search in the reporta of the State Board of Immigration re-

veals 10 evidenee that any effort was pot forth under their ans-
pices to induee Polish immigration. The Wiscongin Central
Railway, whose Jine transverses Portage County, has never dis-
tributed printed matter relating to Polish settlers. Mr. K.
K. Kennan of Milwaukee, who was agent for this road im
Europe between 1880 and 1885, made no effort to induce

Polish immigrants to come to America’*

1HMr. Kennan writea: “At po tlme have I, so far as [ Am awars,
Induced any Poliah emlgrants to come to this country. The roason
was, that I do not undersiand tha Pollsh language. In June of 1560,
1 went to Eureps on behall of the Wisconsin Ceniral Rallroad for the
purpose of ieducine defirable German and Scapdloavian emilgrants
to emlgrate to Northern Wisconsin. 1 spent about three monthe
travelling in Europe, interviewing Amerlecan consuls and steamship
agents, and finding what had been attemptsd herstofore so am to pro-
cead Imtelligently. I then opemsd an office In Copenbhagen, s¢ wn to
comthine my eforis to procurs the Scandinavians and the (Germans
to the best advaotage. At the Bpme tlme T hed ao office §n Bagle,
Switzerland. I soon found that that was the more favorable polnt
from which to operate. The Gertian Ia¥Ws, BE ¥ou 4re perhape swars,
do oot permit any offorts to be made to induce {mmigrsifon. The
office in Basle was maintained for five years, and I advectisad at oue
time 1n two thoussnd pewspapeta. I recelved and anawersd about
twenty thousand letters, mostly o German, and sant out many hon-
dred thoomahd ciroulars, the greater part belpg prioted [n Gertman.
A¢ p result of this agitatlon, there wers, a8 nsarly as we can eatl-
mate, abont 6000 peaple whe came from Enrope and eettled aloog the
lne of the Wisconsin Ceptra! Ralircad. 1 had n letter from Governor
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The National Polish Alliance has devoted ita efforis chiefly
to fostering the Polish national spirit and to maintaining loy-
alty to the church. It seems to have made no effort to encour-
age immigration or to care for the immigrants.

By the year 1894, farma had been taken up some distance
northwest of Polonia. Aa there were sixty families in that
region, 8 new perish wus created in the town of Alban, where
there are now one hundred and seventy-five families and & par-
oohial school with sixty children in attendance, Comparatively
few of these families are the descendants of the cld Polish set-
tlera; the great majority came from the old country and from
large cities. Ilere as elsewhere, the larger number are (er-
man Poles,

Suuik of the Wiscomsin River, after it twrns sharply west-
ward near the village of Plover, is a level stretch of sandy aoil.
Here Poles began to settle about 188¢. Some came from the
old settlement at Polonia, where &ll but the most hilly and
atony farms had been teken up. In the region near Plover
there were originally forests of jack pine, which, before the ed-
vent of the Wiseonsin Central Railway (1871), had heen used
in the making of charcoal. When the timber had been taken
the owners allowed the land to become delinquent, end the
county board voted to sell it at ten dollars a forty. This wae
an opportunity which was af once seized by tho young Iolish
farmers. In some instances American farmers had tried to
make & living on these poor lands and bad failed; some farmw
had actually been abandoned, but the Poles made this thin
s0il vield a sorplus.  The parish of Plover, created in 1898,
has now ninety-six families, of whom all are Poles except threa

Bmith, ptating that I was authorized to represent (he State and to
gtve information as to Iis rescurces and advaatages, which letter as-
sisted me greatly. The rvesult of my obaervation was that the moat
peraganlve argument to !odece immigration, 1a & letter from & per-
Bgtt who is bere and 13 plaseed with the “Verhaltfilsse' in this State™
Mr. Kebnnn's statement Io of interent to atudents of German immigra-
tlor, snd serves to emphaslze, by contrast, the lack of similar Induce-
ments for PoHeh Immigration.
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German ones. A parochisl school ia now being built, but the
settlement s not growing, soly four or five families having
been addud in as many years.

In 1897 a new parish, Torun, was created directly north of
Stevens Point. It now has ninety-six families, with a pare
ehial sehool attended by sixty-nine children.

It is moticeable that among the Poles who came to Portage
County between 1870 and 1885, the propertion of those who
came direct from the old country grew smaller; the majority
had spent from one to ten years in the large cities, earning
money with which to buy farms. In the early seventies rail-
road construction was a frequent means of employment; lum-
bering operations and the steal mille of Milwaukee and Chi-
eage wete ulso ntilized, while unskilled day labor was resorted to
by muny. The mmmber of families now moving into the par-
ishes mentioned is small, The racout slisinrhances in Russia
have had practically no cffect upon the Portage County com-
munities.

Within the past fifteen years an interesting Polish commn-
nity has grown up in the southern part of ihe connty (town of
Belmont), extending seross the line into Wanshara. The Jo-
cativn of this settlement was determined by a few Polisk fam-
ilies that came here about 1880 from Berlin. Mr. J. J. Hef-
fron, a real estate dealer in Stevens Point, arting throngh the
Polish agent in Chicago, has sold land in thia region to some
one hundred and twenty-five Pelish familica.’® In many cases
AMr. Heffron has personelly attended to the erection of their
hewises, and by giving liberal terma of purchase has assisted the
newly eatablished farmers to make a beginning. The agent in
Chicagn sometimnea advertizses for cnstomera; but many are in-
duced to come by their friemds and relatives. The greatest
nuber of these settlers have bonght wild land, bt a few have
purchased farms thet were already worked. The largest

1 This agent ia now =ettling Poles on Iands near Koowlion, Mar-
athon County, and u eimilar snterprise is being carried on by a Polish
realestate dexler in Adams County-
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number come from Chicage, having lived there from one to
ten yeuars; zince their immnigration from the Od World, any
time from five to twenty years ago. A few have come from
the con! ficlds of Pennsylvania A parish waa created hers in
1896 and a new church to eost $10,000 is now being erscted.

7
/// ALBAN

Fretrae 2
Portage County, showlng locatlan of Pollgh population in 1RSG

Census statistics of the Poles in Portage County are mot
very satisfactory. In the census of 1850 the Poles are mot
mepticned unong the foreign clements in Wiseonsin, The fol-
towing statistics of foreign-born Poles are available:

[273]



Wisconsin Historical Society

Yenr Peortaga County] Wiscoonin LTnited Statse
117 7,008
1,280 14, 435
B, 263 48, BT
17,860 147,440
31,780 '

The Wisconsin state census of 1875 does noi distingnish
natignalitics ; that of 1585 contains an estimate of 300 Poland-
ers in Portage County—a oumber evidently too small. In
1895 the nstivity of 1495 is given as I'oligh, and in that of
1805 the number is 2061,

Any statigtics concerning the countries in which Poles were
born must be more or less inaccurate, sinee the obliteration of
Poland from the map of Europe leads to confusion in the
minda of census-takers. Only the census of 1300 and that of
1905 umdertake to distingnish among Poles born in Germany,
Russia, and Austria. The results fur Portage County are as
follows:

Year ' {Germany Ruasin Auvatria Unkoown Total
1900, ....| 9,802 8 a0 1 | 780
1906, ... 2469 156 3 ... ‘ 2,961

Thers is doubtless inaccuracy in the figures of the State cen-
sug, the numbers for Russia and Austria being too large. The
towns of Alban, DBelinont, and Dewey are eredited with no
Poles born in Germany—sa gross evror.

No statisties have beem eonpiled showing the number of per-

18 In thle year. every state and territory In the Union, except
Dakata Tercltory, 18 credlied with some Poles. The Iellowing siates
and citles had the largest numbers: KRew Tork, 2298 {Nsw York
city, 1686); Texas, T83; Callforopls, Ti0; Wisconein, 417; Misscuri,
339 (8t Louls, 184): Illincle, 341 (Chicage, 104); Ohle, 326 (Clocln.
nat!, 198).
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eons of Polish descent in Portage County but an estimate may
be made. From the eensns of 1800 we learn that the total for-
oign born of all nationalities in Portage Connty was 7,308,
whila the native born of forcign parents was 14,241, or approxi-
mately twice the former nuwmber. If this proportion holds
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trua of the Poles, then the total numnber of native born children
of Polish parents was 8,230, Applying this method of caleu-
lation to the tignures of 1905, we have 8,852,  Bnt this takes no
account of the childven of native born Poles; nor doea it allow
for the birth rate among 1'oles being higher than that of any
other nationality in Portage County. Probably 10,000 per-
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song of Polish descent is & low estimate for this county.'” 'The
number of Polish families residing in the county, reported by
the prieats of the ten perishes, is 180¢0. Multiplying thia fig-
ure by six, the probable average size of Polish families, we
get as a result 10,800. As the total population of Poriage
Connty was 20,861 in 1903, the Poles constitute fully one-
third of that number,

The aceompanying charts (sec figures 1, 2, and 3) show the
regions of Portage County that have been occupied by
Poligh farmers at the dates indicated.'®* In the shaded portions
ihis nationality predominates to & marked degree: while a mix-
ture of other nationalities is found on the edges of the regions
shaded. The shading deee not indicate that all of the land is
actually under cultivation; much ia held hy non-resident own-
era, some of these being lnmber conpanies and others specula-
tora. There are alsg marsh and ewamp areas,

The intermixture of the Poles with farmers of other national-
ties is 8¢ slight, that the former are virtnally gronped inte four
distinet settlements. The largest occupies the northeastern
part of the comnty and ineludes the parishes of Casimir,
Torun, Polonin, Alban, snd Fancher. The next in size is
west of the Wisconsin River and includes the Junction City and
Mill Creek parishes. 13oth of these groups border upon the
Knowlton settlement in the southern part of Marathon County.

1t Kruezka's estimate of 15,000 (¢ 20,000 i= muech too large.

18 Tha accompanylng charts ware constructsd from county maps of
1876 apd 1893, apd the plat-bock of 1896, all of which sbow the
namee¢ of real-ertate ownpers In the towns. The pecuilor formms of {he
Poliah pames conatlituted the sols basis of judgment sa 10 nationslity
In most cases. Thin method mar be sometimes at faolt when {er-
man and Poilsh names are apt to be confused. The abeence of other
BHlavonic peoples renders mnother poselhle source of confumlion orae-
tically unimportant. The originel maps and plat-book do not show
the ownarkhip of the land with complets accuracy, sinca they are
made from ihe tax rells In the haade of town oficers, which do Dot
gva changes |n ownership as they should. However, contidering
thase sources of error, the muaps perve well encvgh the purpose.
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The Flover parish is an isclated group, a3 is also that of Heff-
ron on the southern border of the eounty.

The forees at work in determining the direction and extent
of growth of these communities may he discovered by & com-

Portage County soll map. Dotted area repregenis clay loam: crossee,
Amherat sandy loam: short, brolken horlzontal lines, Baneroft gravelly
sandy loam; long broken horizontal 1ines, awamps; inclined broken
lin=s, Marathom loam; blanks, Wisconsin Rlver sand

parison of theso mape with that showing soil areas of Port-
age County (see figure 4).'" From such a comparieon we
find that Polish settlement has spread over three distinct eoit
ATeas, '

13 From map of Portage County In Samuel Weidman, “Prellminary
Report on the Solim and Agricultursl Conditiepe of North Qentral Wis-
consin,” Wisconaln Natorel History and Gealogical Burtey BuNetin,

No. 11. BELa
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First, the original colony at Polonis bad itz seat upon the
Ambheret eandy loam and it is wpon this soil that the greates:
number of Ioles have inade their farms. This is the ares of
the termina)] moraine, a region of “low eteep hills and ridges,”
in many piaces quite stony, The earliest farmera of Portage
County, whe were a mixture of Americans, Grermans, and Irish,
with a few French, sought the soil aree, that of the Baneroft
gravelly sandy loam, bordering this on the west. 'This is for
the most part a level prairie, free from stones and easy of culti-
vation. The lands of the moraine region are less inviting and
more difficult to work, and were therefore cheaper. The Polea,
poor in goods, but with unlimited capacity for bard work, have
taken up these less atirgciive lands. It is interesting to nobe
the southern projecting peninsula of Polish scitlement in the
enntre of the connty, corresponding to the isolated moraime
ridge ronning north end south between bromder belta of the
Bancroft loam. The termination of the 1’olish area on the
east may be acconnted for in two ways. Says the Report of
the Natural Ilistory and Geological Survey, “Stecp ridges and
hills pre leas common along the cast border of Portage County.™
Here the land is more gently rolling and more easily eulti-
vated, and in conseqnence it waa held at a higher price. In
the second place, thia regiom was already occupied by a Ner-
wegian community hefore Polish settlement had extended so far
sastward.™

It is an important fact in the economical developnent of
Portege County that the Awnherst loam, which the Poles have
ocenpied, i3 2 hetter soil than the Rancroft loam. The Poles
ara slready buying farma in the more level regions, paying for
them prices which the American farmers cannot afford to refuse.
Throughout its greatest extent the terminal moraine is wooded
with a dense growth of serub cak. In the extreme northern

w0 Norwegiane begun to take up government land near Bcandinavie,
Wanpaca County, Io 1860 and 1861. Thls land had been ceded by a
freaty with the Indlane 1o 1843. Bome of the Norwegians came from
Dodge County abd others from: the mother country. Ther sstbled
weatward o Portage County between 1880 and 1370.

[278}



Portage County Poles

part of the eounty is found & still heavier growth of hardwoods
and pine, Here the Poles hought cheap cut-over lands. Be-
cause of the distance from towns and railroads, and the poor
wagon roads leading thereto, the Poles of this region are iso-
luted and beckward.

The second soil gres occupied by the Poles is that of the Wie-
eonsim Hiver sand. This is the pooreet soil in the county, con-
taining but small amounts of clay and leam, Here land was
cheap. North of Stevens Point on the eaet side of the Wie-
eonsin liver, the land bore some timber of size, but south of
the city in the town of Plover was the region of jack pine.
Mention has already been made of the ease with which the
Poles acquired this land and the way in which they have made
good ferme therefrom.

The third =il area in which the Poles have made their
farms is that of the Marathon loam. This had originslly “a
dense growth of hardwoods amd hemlock, with scattering large
white pine.” The s0il is “one of the inost fertile soila of the
state;” but the land was eheap because it was held by lnmber
companies who had already stripped off the timber, and aleo
because the heavy stumpage rendered its clearing a most dif-
fieul; task. Here again the Polish farmer showed his capaeity
for patient toil

We may conclnde, therefore, ihat soil, topography, and forest
areas have together influenced the direction of the Polish set-
tiement, and that this has tended to the regions of cheapest
land. These Jands were cheapest in two inetances because of
the initial diffienlty of cultivation, thongh they are in reality
superior in guality.

The Polish farmer possesses the qualities necessary to enter
upon the cultivation of difficult Jands. We have already noted
hiz persistent industry and capacity for drudgery. Conpled
with this, he posseases great thrift end is willing when neces-
sary to endure an extremely low standard of living. It is a
common eaying that the Polish farmer lives upon the products
that he cannot sell in the market—an unjust generalization,
thongh the statement may be true in many instances, when this
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becomes necessary in order to secure a margin of profit.
Among the prosperous Polish farmers, however, the standard
of comfort is similar to that enjoyed by other natiomalities.
There i3 another fact which enables these farmers to thrive up-
der adverse conditions; the hard labor is shared by ali mem-
bera of the family who are old enough to be of any assistance.
While the farm is being cleared and paid for, the wife works
by the side of the husband in the field, and children are kept
from achool in order that they may assisi in this labor.

All authorities agree that the Polish farmer has opened to
oultivation areas that would not have been touched by other
nationalities ; and that he thrives and advances from poverty to
prosperity upon lands where American farmers would starve.™
It ie not surprising that he can buy cut his neighbors of other
nationalities, This process has been ynder way for some time.
The XNorwegian settlement in the northeastern town of
Portage County {Alban) at one time exiended into the town-
ghip of Sharon immmediately west thereof; but the Poles have
bought out thesa Norwegian farmers and are still pushing easi-
ward. The bigh birth-rate amnong the Folea and the desire of
the majority of the Polish voung men to own land, venders
certain the continuance of this process.®™ Moreover, the Polen
display good business foresight in purchasing farms, very fre-
quently giving a mortgage which they almost uniformly redeem.

We have here an interesting instanee of & stock possessing
lower etandards and greater industrial efficiency displacing
other stocke whe are unwilling to pay the price neceesary to ob-
tain equal resnlts. There is undoubtedly a tendency on the
part of the Poles to adopt higher standards, hut this fact does

i Proftesgor R. A. Moore of the Stata Uplvarsity writss copncerning
Polish farmers In KEewannes County: "“They hive convarted n wilder-
neas of land, that 1 thooght at one tlme wonld oaver ampunt to any-
thing. Inic some of the Auest farms In the county.”

12 (tve Pollah farmer stated to the wriler his eatimate that thoss
rfamilise bave on the avarage fonr baya sach, and that twoe of the four
remaln farmers. It is frequently predicted that, agricaltarally, Port-
age County {s destined to become Polish.
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not as yet scew to render them less able to rupersede their
neighbors.

Another strong influence besides the purely economic one
works in the same direction. This is social in nature. The
concentration of Polish farmers in parts of Portage County is
evidence of a elannish spirit, which ia more marked in this than
in other nationalities. The Polish ward of Stevena Point gives
evidence of the same spirit. Thia iz also seen in the fact that
intermarriage between Poles and other nalionalities is quite
uncommon.® The separateness of the Polish people 12 like-
wige marked in their failure to mingle socially with peopls of
other nationalities, They show little desire for this kind of
intercourse. The feeling of their non-l’olish neighbore alse
acts a3 A barrier to the free and natural mingling of these
classes upon an equal social bagis. This fact stands in streng
eontrast to the freedom with whieh the (icrman, Erish, Norwe-
gian, and English intermingle and intermarry. When asked
why this difference exiats, the non-Polish farmer answers, “The
Poles aro different from the yeat of us,’”’ or, “They are an in-
ferior class of people;” or, again, “We have nothing sgainst the
Poles, but we do not ke them.” While there zectns to be Tit-
tle reluctance to conduct business with the Poles, there exists
little social sympathy on either side. As a result of these con-
ditiong, non-Polish far:ners are more willing to zell out to the
Poles when they become numerous in their neighborhood.
Farmers, likewise, who have no Polish neighbors within sev-
eral miles, look forward to the time when they expect {0 sall
out, and retire to the cities, or go West.

Because of this clannish spirit, also, the procesa of Ameri-
canization amoug the Poles is slow. The nationsl feeling ie
strong and it is fostered by their chnreh. The Poles are noted

2% There were legned by the county clark, from November 1, 1904, to
November I, 1907, twe hundred merriage licenpes; of these, nlnsty-ive
were lssued to partlss both of whom were Polish, In aight cases the
wan obly acd in alx cases the woman only was Pollsh., In séven
inatances the woman was under eirhteen years of age, and In two Cases
the man was upder twentrone yesra old.
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for their faithful adherence to the Roman Catholie chnyeh,
and the history of their spread in Portage County indicates the
remarkable activity of the church in caring for their meeds.
The church does not encomrage the soeial intermingling of
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Polee with noo-Foles, and it diseonritges their intermarriage.
Adherence to the use of the Polish language iz ancther evi-
dence of ravial conservatiam, and this also is encouraged by the
church, The parochial schools constitute a force working in
the same direction. In the country parishes but & small por-
tion of the time in school hours i3 given to studies involving
the use of tbe English langnage; bui in the parochial scheol
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in Stevens Point, English is employed to a great axtent® In
the ¢ity the Polish language is going out of use much faster
then in the country. It is & common statement that the lan-
guage ie being corrupted, and that no one, not aven the priests,
can speak pure DTolish. A recent arrival from Warsaw, who
i# a university graduate, makes this statement emphatically.
In soms of the remote couniry parishes, however, children are
growing up without the ability to speak the English language.
It is & common occurrence to have adults born 1o thie country,
whe are testifying ip eourt, ask for an interpreter. On the
other hand, there are numbers of Polish children in Stevens
Point who cannot speak Polich; sometimes the latter are
ashamed to be known as Poles among their playmates in the
public achoole, and so purposcly aveid learning the language of
their foreiathers.™

An American tendency which is frowned upon by some of
the Polish priests is that of altering surnames to make them
more easy of pronunciation.®® Generally, the owner of an
Amerieanized name continues to be known by his original sur-
name among his fellow conntrymen.

Ir 1202, Mr. S. Hutter established in Stevens Point, n
weekly newspaper the RBolnik. This hes had an important edu-
cative influence and has tended to preserve the distinet national
traits of the Poles. This paper bhas now a total circulation

24 1n the parochial schoo] at Polon!a, Polish {8 nsed in teaching the
followlng subjects: geography, hlstery of Poland, resding, catechism,
arltkmetlc, compoeltion, writing, and drawiog. Enzllsh is used in
realing, writlng, and geography classes. In the city ths coitres of
study 15 the same as ihet in the publie echoals.

# Ag Germag children dislike being cabled “Duichman,” s¢ Foligh
chlldren are tormented by the use of the word “Polack” or “Pelander.™
The katter word has come to have s pecullor accent, “Pof-land’-ar”
which earries with it Lnsingation of dlerespsct, implying soclal infer-
lority. The word ia, however, [n good usage; but one avelde employ-
Ing it in polite conversation with tntelligent Poles.

2 Tnetances of thle are, Clepielke:=S8anky and Bobleasczyk = Sum-
mers. Often the ending ski 18 dropped, or the originn] neme 1s othar
wise abhreviated,
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of 5,000; in Portage County alone ita ¢irculation is 1,800,
while it hes many subseribers in other parts of Wisconsin, in
Minnesota, the Dakotas, and Michigan, The Gazetlz, an Eng-
lish Democratic paper, bas three hundred Polish nawes on its
subacription list-

The Poles of this county do not, on the whole, take as much
inierest in education aa is taken by other nationalities. Even
making allowance for their support of parcchial schools, the
attemdance of Polish children in the public schools is deficient.
Encugh has already been said to indicate that there is a real
child-labor problemn on the farms of the Polish people of Port-
age County, with all that implies on the iutellectunl eide,
However, conditions are improving among the more prosperous
Tarmere of the new generation. In the city many Polish chil-
dren are set to work at an early age in fectories. Tn higher
aducation, Jikewise, there is but little interest. The number
of Polish students in the Stevens ’vint high school is small; -
the number in the State Normal Sehool i atill smaller.  Dur-
ing the past fonr veare, ne Polish child has gone as far as the
seventh or eighth grade in the graded school at Plover. Polish
children sre as bright as those of ofher nationalities in their
studies. There are ordinarily from three to six Polish girle
who gre distriet school teachers in the county. In some of
the country sehools pupils cannot epeak English, and it is with
the greatest difficulty that an English-speaking teacher accom-
plishes anything. A teacher who can speak Polish teaches
these ehildren more English than one who cannot.

Ag might be expected, the Polish farmer is not in close touch
with recent progressive agricaltural methods, The few of this
nationality who atrend farmers’ institutes are the younger men,
bat this fact is suggestive of future improvement., The

3T Thers was satabllshed at Stevens Point. Io 1904, an academy far
girls whoe intend to become pleterm ju the Catholle Church. The
courees here are intended o At tham te become teachers Im Catholla
fnatitntions. A number of Polish girle have atiended the grommer
grades of thes Normal Behool in preparation for their work in the
seademy. ‘The latter lnstitutlon now has fiity puplls.
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question arises, do the Poles have lower moral standards than
other nationalities? They have everywhete a reputation for
peity thievery. In the lewer eourts they are charged most
frequently with this offense and with sassault and battery.
Drunkenness is usually the condition under which the latter of-
fense is committed. In the jnstice eourts of Stevens Point,
and the municipal court of Portage County, fully one-half of
the eriminal cases involve Poles. In the cirenit court, during
the six yoars 1902 to 1907, inclusive, sixty-geven criminal casea
were tried against the Poles, sixty-nine against mnon-Poles.
These fignree indicate a greater mumber of criminal cherges
againet the Polea than their proportion of the population would
warrant ; bnt allowanee must be made for the fact that the poor
and the iliterate, who cverswhere furnish the largest number
of criminals, are especially numerons among the Poles. On
the other hand, anong the non-Polish defendants in the cireuit
court were several persons who were non-residents of the
eounty. Tt s the opinion of many ubscrvers that the first gen-
eration #f Pules born iu this eonntry furnish a8 much larger
proportion of offenders thsn the original immigranta. The
greatest enemy of the Poles is atrong drink, It involves enor-
mous economic waste. Among the younger gemeration, this
fault is decidedly more common than ameng their fathers.

In politics the Poles of this county are uniformly Demo-
erata. DBy some this is atiributed to their church ellegiance,
by others to imitation, the early settlers having adopted that
party. In recent presidential elections, however, many Poles
bave voted the Republican ticket, some of them doing a0
secretly. Giood times sceounts for this change. Efforts to
hold the Poles to their Democratic allegiance inelude the cireu-
lation of the stories that the Repnblicans are opposed to their
chureh schools and that they would prohibit the use of the
Polich language in all schools. In past years, the Polish voter
has been corrupted with grest ease, and in many cases ho has
invited corruption. With stricter lawe and more settled con-
ditions, this evil has become less common. The influemce of
the Polish priest in pelities was formerly comsiderable, espec-
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ially in the country diatricts, and traces of it are still found.
In the city, however, such influence has disappeared.

The town of Sharon, in which the original Polish settlement
was located, wae organized in 1860, In 1887 the first Pole
was elected to a town office.  Since that date, Polea have had
representaiives on the list of town officers continuously; not,
however, in proportion to their nummbers. The same is true of
other towns containing a contingent of thie netionality. IPolish
officers are notable for their striet obedience to the lawe defin-
jug their powers. As members of school boards they fulfill
their duties on the whole as well ps non-Polish officers. Thero
is no tendency among the Poles to combine in political action
againat other nationalities. While they act harmonionsly with
non-Poles, the ppme cannot be eaid of their relations to each
other. In business, politics, and eocial affairs quarrels among
Poles sra very frequent.

In their business relations the Pelea show some tendency to
favor their own nationality where that is possible, Distinct
Polish corporations have been formed as follows:

Stevene Point Brick & Construction Company ; Stevens Point
Brewing Company; Stevens Point Automatic Cradle Cowm-
pany; Portage County Polish Fire Insurance Company;
Bharon Creamery Company; end Leke Thomas Creamery
Company.

In Stevens Point much business property is passing into
the hande of Poles. However, not more than five of the one
bundred and seventy-five members of the Buszinesa Men’s As-
sociation are Poles.

With their gradual Americanization come changes in the old-
world custome of the Poles. Customs associated with mar-
riage are still retained to & considerable extent. The bride
must furnish an elaborate feast, which often lasta several days
and includes al} the liquor thsn can be drunk, She is compen.
sated by the paymrent of & dotlar by every man who dances with
her. Each silver dollar is thrown violently upon the piate n
an effort to break it. The taking of snuff is common among
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the older Poles.*® The saloon retaing its former pisca e 3
gocial institution, women using it as freely as men in the
country districts, and vpon their visita to town. The whita.
kerchief na the sole head-covering for women is disappearing in
favor of the hat.

The Poles have two market days at Stevens Point, Thurs-
day and Saturday. No satisfactory explanation for the use of .
the former dey Las been discovered. The farmers gather in
large numbers in the market square and patiently awnit the
sale of their produce. In the mean time saloons are the only
available places of resort for the wowmen and children.

Church holideys are more frequent among the Poles then
gmong other nationalities; dances and similar feetivi-
ties are much enjoyed. There are, nlso, numerous social
and beneficiary societies organized in connection with the
chureh. This great institution has among the Polea a reatrain-
ing and civilizing influence of enormous value. In the process
of Americanization, however, its inflmence is comservative.
Among the city population, and with the younger Poles every-
where, its authority is becoming weaker; and the prieats wisely
tend te hecome in their parishes leaders rather than antoerats.

In their physical characteristics the Poles have no marks that
are so distinetive as those of the Germans, Scandinavians, or
Trish, The type is recognized among the older pecple more
by the stolid, apathetic countenance of the European peasant
than in say other way. The influence of environment works
noticeabls changes in this type, by brightening the counte-
nances snd making more regulay the features of the younger
generation.

Comparison between the economic condition of the tem
thouaand Poles in Portege County and that of the average
city Poles muat convinee one that the advantage is in faver of

the former,”® WNo movement could result in greater good for

T
W Among the items, o few reara agn, of & candidate’s sworn cal-

palgn expenses, sppearsd ssveral doilars speat for souff
=t For somea conditiona silsting tn Milwankee ses Wisconsin Buréead
of Labor Report, 1905-048.
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the poorer classes in the cities than one encoursging their re-
moval to the country. Such & movement is in progress, on an
individual basis; but it would seem that some organization
among the Poles themselves to advertise and stimulate it, would
result in great benefit,
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